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SwissCham Southern Africa (SCSA) in collaboration with economiesuisse and the 
Europa Institut at University of Zurich are very pleased to invite you, your colleagues 

and friends to a presentation entitled 
 

 

″Challenges and Opportunities in Southern Africa″ 
 

 

 

 

 by the 

 
 President of the African National Congress (ANC) 

 
 Jacob Zuma 

 
 

Date: Monday 28 January 2008 
 

Time: 18:10 h Doors open 

  18:30 h Speech  

  19:30 h End of the Event 
 

Venue: Aula, Universität Zürich – Zentrum,  

  Rämistrasse 71, Zurich 
 

This event is free of charge; however space is limited, so please come 

early to avoid disappointment.  
 
 

Jacob Zuma was born on 12th April 1942 in Inkandla, KwaZulu-Natal Province. Owing to his 

deprived childhood, Jacob Zuma did not receive any formal schooling. Heavily influenced by 

a trade unionist family member, he became involved in politics at an early age and joined the 

African National Congress in 1959. While on his way out of the country in 1963, he was 

arrested in what was then the western Transvaal (now the Northern West Province). 

Convicted of conspiring to overthrow the government, he was sentenced to 10 years’ 

imprisonment, which he served on Robben Island. He lived in several African countries 

working for the ANC, where he rose rapidly through the ranks to become a member of the 

ANC National Executive Committee in 1977. He also served as Deputy Chief Representative of 

the ANC in Mozambique until 1984. Jacob Zuma was forced to leave Mozambique in January 

1987 after considerable pressure on the Mozambican government by the PW Botha regime. He 

moved to Lusaka, Zambia. Following the unbanning of the ANC in February 1990, he was one 

of the first ANC leaders to return to South Africa to begin the process of negotiations. In 1991, 

at the first ANC National Conference held in South Africa after the unbanning of the 

organisation, he was elected the Deputy Secretary General of the ANC. He was elected Deputy 

President of the ANC at the National Conference held at Mafikeng in December 1997. Jacob 

Zuma was appointed Executive Deputy President of South Africa in June 1999. He served as 

Deputy President in the South African Government from 1999 to 2005 and was recently 

elected as President of the African National Congress (ANC), the governing political party of 

South Africa.  

 

Honoured with the Nelson Mandela Award for Outstanding Leadership in Washington, DC, US, 

he holds Honorary Doctorates from the University of Fort Hare, the University of Zululand and 

Medical University of Southern Africa.  


